Analysis of Preoperative Airway Examination with the CMOS Video Rhino-laryngoscope.
Endoscopy is one of the most useful clinical techniques in difficult airway management Comparing with the fibroptic endoscope, this compact device is easy to operate and can provide the clear image. In this study, we investigated its usefulness in the preoperative examination of endoscopy. Patients undergoing oral maxillofacial surgery were enrolled in this study. We performed preoperative airway examination by electronic endoscope (The CMOS video rhino-laryngoscope, KARL STORZ Endoscopy Japan, Tokyo). The system is composed of a videoendoscope, a compact video processor and a video recorder. In addition, the endoscope has a small color charge coupled device (CMOS) chip built into the tip of the endoscope. The outer diameter of the tip of this scope is 3.7 mm. In this study, electronic endoscope was used for preoperative airway examination in 7 patients. The preoperative airway examination with electronic endoscope was performed successfully in all the patients except one patient The patient had the symptoms such as nausea and vomiting at the examination. We could perform preoperative airway examination with excellent visualization and convenient recording of video sequence images with the CMOS video rhino-laryngoscope. It might be a especially useful device for the patients of difficult airways.